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Pressure. 

school in Nashville, Tenn. I n  1857 he resigned this to accept 
an appointment as assistant in the preparation of the Nauti- 
cal Almanac, and thereupon removed to Cambridge, Mass. 
His subsequent career is well known until the time he left 
the Government service in  1887. After that  he made his 
home in Kansas City, Mo. 

While visiting a sister in Martinsburg, W. Va., he was 
attacked by '( Grippe," from which he never fully recovered. 
Later he was attacked by dropsy, which was the immediate 
cause of his death. Three months before his death he went 
west on a visit to his nephew-in-law, C. M. Tabler, Maywood, 
Kana., but death was in close pursuit and he never returued. 

His grand- 
father came from the north of Ireland to Pennsylvania and 
married an English woman named Veach. Their son, Ben- 
jamin, married Nancy Miller, whose union was blessed with 8 
children, the professor being the eldest. Professor Ferrel 
was a man actuated by a single and serious purpoue, to acconi- 
plish which, he labored with unswerving fidelity. From his 
boyhood years until old age and disease combined to give his 
ceaseless spirit rest, his life was one long line of direct pnr- 
pose and pursuit in the interest of science. He  was a man of 
extreme diffidence and seclusion, who made companions of 
books, and found pleasure in studying the problems of na- 
ture rather than in the social circle of relatives and friends. 
His whole career shows not the slightest tinge of romance or 
sentimentality. Humor or frivolity found no lodging in his 
master mind. The " little nonsense now and then " alleged 
to be " relished by the wisest men," was not appreciated by 
this philosopher. He  was a man without prejudice or wordly 
greed ; without " hobbies " or side issues. He  met with ob- 
stacles to the fruition of cherished plans, yet disappoint- 
ments did not discourage him. 

In  early life he joined the Camphellite Church ( a  reason 
given for his having eutered Bethany College, whose founder 
was Alexander Campbell, founder of the Canipbellite Church), 
but in later years he adopted Unitarianism, and after going 
to Kansas City to reside permanently, he attended that church. 

At the time. of his death, a conservative estimate of hie 
estate, not including his lihrary, placed i t  a t  about $30,000. 
invested in improved and unimproved property in Kansas City. 
Mo., Hutchinson, Kana., Richhill, Mo., and Washington, D. C. 

MEXICAN CLLMATOLOGICAL DATA. 
Through the kind cooperation of Sefior Mariano BtCrcena, Di- 

rector, and Seiior Jos6 Zeiidejas, vice-director, of the Central 
Meteorologico-Magnetic Observatory, the monthly sumrnarief 
of Mexican data are now communicated in manuscript, in ad- 
vance of their publication in the Boletin Mensual; an abstract 
translated into English measures is here given in continua- 
tion of the similar tables published in the MONTHLY WEATHER 
REVIEW since 1896. The barometric means have not been 
reduced to standard gravity, but this correctioii will be given 
a t  some future date when the pressures are published on 0111 
Chart IV. 

Me.riccm dtakr. for  October, IS%. 

William Ferrel was of Scotch-Irish descent. 
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OBSERVATIONS AT PORT AU PRINCE, HAITI. 

Through the kind cooperation of Prof. T..Scherer of Port 
tu Prince, Haiti, the meteorological observations taken by 
i im a t  7h 12" a. m., local time, or noon, Greenwich time, are 
:ommunicated in manuscript for early publication in the 
HONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW. The original reports are in 
metric measures ; the conversions are by the Editor. 

The barometer is 119 feet above sea level; its readings 
lave been corrected by Professor Scherer for temperature 
tnd elevation, and also since July 1, 1898, for gravity ; this 
latter correction is -0.064 inch ; the thermometers are 6.7 
reet ahove ground; the rain gauge, 7.3 feet above ground. 
The wind velocity is given in miles per hour. 

The position of Port au Prince, Haiti, is latitude 18O 34' 
N., longitude 7 8 O  21' W., or 4h 49" west of Greenwich. Ad- 
litional records for this station are published in the annual 
volumes of the Central Meteorological Institute a t  Vienna. 

Obsermliotia tit Port  au Prince, Htcili. 
SEPTEMBER, 1898. 
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Nom-According to the new form recently received from the Weather Bureau 

the above harometric ressure. reduced to sea level, has al-o received the correc- 
tion -1.57 millimeters t%, reduction to standard gravity. This correction was first 
applied for the month of July, and will he so continued hereafter.-T. 6. 

[Apparently the gravity correction has also been applied by Professor Scherer to 
the barometric reaaincs before reduction to sea level. so that in these columns we 
have the t m ~  l n ~ n l  i ~ r c ~ s i i r . ~  as well as the true sea-level oressure. This is in ac- 

Zthesecotrections are unknown or unattended to, ylease state that faCt."-ED.] 

reduced to sea level for a height of 3 i  meters. 
The barometer IS correted for temperature, instrumental error and gravity, and 

OBSERVATIONS AT HONOLULU. 

Through the kind cooperation of Mr. Curtis J. LYOIM, Me- 
teorologist to the Governnient Survey, the monthly report of 
nieteorologicnl conditions a t  H ~ i i ( i l ~ i l ~  is now made nearly in 
accordance with the new form, No. 1040, and the arrange- 
nient of the coluinns, therefore, difr'ars froni those previonsl y 
pnbl is hed . 


